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FOOD PRODUCTS, ESPECIALLY REFRIGERATED 
YOGURT PRODUCTS, AND APPARATUS AND 
METHODS FOR THEIR PRODUCTION 


TC/A.U. : 1761 

Examiner : Steven L. Weinstein 

Docket No. : 5468USA 


Honorable Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 

RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Sir: 

This communication is submitted in response to the Office Action mailed 
August 26, 2003, requiring restriction of certain claims within the subject application. 
Specifically, the Examiner has divided the currently pending claims into Group I, 
claims 1-7 and 10, drawn to a manifold, Group II, claims 1 1-20, drawn to an 
apparatus, and Group III, claims 21-29 and 31, drawn to a method of producing a food 
item. 

Applicant hereby provisionally elects, with traverse, to prosecute Group III, 
claims 21-29 and 31, drawn to a method of producing a food item. However, 
Applicant reserves the right to later file continuations or divisionals directed to the 
non-elected invention. 

The Restriction Requirement is traversed on the basis that, Group I recites a 
manifold that could be used in connection with the Group II apparatus, additionally 
Group I could be used in the method of Group III. Furthermore, Group II could be 
used in connection with Group I and Group III. Likewise, Group III could be used in 
connection with Group I and II. Although Group I, II, and III are classified in 
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different classes, the Examiner should search and review the patents classified in 
Group I, as well as the patents classified in Group II and III to insure a complete 
review of the patentability of the present invention. As all three classes cited by the 
Examiner will need to be searched for Group I, or Group II, or Group III, no serious 
burden is placed on the Examiner by examining Group I, II, and III simultaneously. It 
is respectfully requested that the restriction requirement be removed and Groups I, II, 
and III proceed to issue. "If the search and examination of an entire application can 
be made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, even 
though it arguably may include claims to distinct or independent inventions." 
MPEP§803 

It is submitted that the above response is fully responsive to the Office Action 
mailed August 26, 2003. No fee is believed to be necessary in connection with this 
response. Should any fee be required, the Commissioner is authorized to charge our 
Deposit Account No. 07-0900. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GENERAL MILLS, INC. 



John A. O'Toole 

Reg. No. 28,336 

Tel.: (763) 764-2422 

Fax: (763)764-2268 

j ohn. o too le@genmills . com 
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